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Book Reviews

Adler, C. S. Not Just A Summer Crush. Clarion,
1998. ISBN 0-395-88532-9. $15.00. 117 pp.
B 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Being the baby of the family is not easy,
especially when everyone seems to forget that
you're not a baby anymore.
Hanna is fourteen years old and has good
ideas, but the only one who seems to notice is a
former school teacher she happens to meet on the
beach during a summer vacation. As Mr. Crane
and Hanna spend more time together, Hanna feels
strong emotions and wonders if she could be
falling in love with this older man. After all, he is
the only one who treats her like an adult, which is
what she wants so desperately from her family.
Hanna's older sister teases Hanna, saying she
is in love with Mr. Crane. Mom becomes
concerned and tries to protect her "baby" by
paying a visit to Mr. Crane. When Hanna finds
out about the visit, she feels humiliated and
wonders what her mother has revealed to her
teacher. When questioned, her mother is elusive.
Hanna decides to slip away from home in the
early morning to find out what Mother has said,
and to say good-bye and apologize to her teacher.
Mr. Crane assures Hanna she has a "solid"
family and should feel grateful that her parents
keep track of her. He understands her mother's
concern and feels bad for the misunderstanding.
In the end, Hanna's family members
apologize for their teasing, and even her mother
asks Hanna to forgive her for overreacting.
Hanna, in return, diverts her love and appreciation
to her family and is able to let go of Mr. Crane.
The story is well written, both from an adult
as well as a teenage perspective. An excellent
choice to discuss student-teacher relationships and
the protocol that must exist between the two in
order to avoid misunderstandings.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

••••
Arnold, Marsha. The Pumpkin Runner. Illustrated
by Brad Sheed. Dial, 1998. ISBN 0-80372124-2. $15.99. Unpaginated.
B 3-5 PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

This book's cover is so inviting that it begs to
be opened up. The Pumpkin Runner is based on a
true story of a race involving a 61-year-old man
and much younger runners. It's a little
predictable, but the pictures are delightful and
keep the story moving. The action moves as
Joshua and Yellow Dog sniff their way through
pumpkins and hot weather for the $10,000 prize.
The sky colors in the illustrations, rich lemon
yellow topped with peachy frosting, allow the
reader to feel the heat through the soft, artistic
style.

••••
Beeler, Selby B. Throw Your Tooth on the Roof
Tooth Traditions from Around the World.
Illustrated by G. Brian Karas. Houghton
Mifflin, 1998. ISBN 0-39589-108-6. $16.00.
Unpaginated.
A K-3 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Most of us think of the tooth fairy when
children lose teeth. But that is just one of many
tooth traditions found among various cultures.
Throw Your Tooth on the Roofis a collection of
fascinating lost-tooth customs from every comer
of the globe.
A child in Chile gives the tooth to his or her
mother, who makes it into a charm, set in gold or
silver, that can be worn as a necklace or earring.
In Botswana, a lost tooth is thrown on the roof.
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The child chants, "Mr. Moon, Mr. Moon, please
bring me a new tooth." The wish inevitably comes
true. A child in the Philippines hides the tooth in
a special place and makes a wish. A year later, if
the tooth is found, another wish is made.
In addition to these interesting customs, the
book talks about the kinds ofteeth people have as
adults and children. In this rapid, amusing
reading, Karas's comic watercolor illustrations fill
the pages with more toothless children than can
probably be found in any other book.

••••
Bonners, Susan. Why Does the Cat Do That?
Illustrated by Susan Bonners. Henry Holt,
1998. ISBN 0-8050-4377-2. $15.95. 32 pp.
B 2-4 NF PB Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

This book describes many cat behaviors
through a story about a young man who is housesitting for neighbors and becomes acquainted with
their cat for the first time. He observes with
curiosity and bewilderment many of the things the
cat does. At the end of the story, the boy decides
to find out about cat behavior by going to the
library, but the readers of the book have already
been given explanations by informational inserts
throughout the book. Most of the explanations
link domestic cat behavior to instincts inherited
from their wild cat ancestors. As a new cat owner,
I found this book fascinating, because I have
observed most of the described habits in my own
cat. The format of the book will likely make it
very accessible and interesting to children.

••••
Bunting, Eve. So Far from the Sea. Illustrated by
Chris K. Soentpiet. Clarion, 1998. ISBN 0395-72095-8. $15.00. 32 pp.
A All FI PB

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Laura and her Japanese-American family visit
Manzanar, California, for the last time; the family

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

will be moving to Boston soon. But before the
move, they want to visit grandfather's final
resting place in Manzanar. Grandfather passed
away many years ago. Officially, he died of
pneumonia, but Laura's father says Grandfather
died the day the soldiers relocated his family to
the Manzanar War Relocation Center.
Grandfather loved the sea, yet he is interred in
Manzanar.
Before Laura leaves grandfather's gravesite,
she places a Boy Scouts of America Cub Scout
neckerchief at the site. She has salvaged the
neckerchief from a bundle of clothes destined for
Goodwill. The neckerchief comes from the Cub
Scout uniform her father wore to the camp as a
little boy.
Sparse yet informative text and watercolor
illustrations move the story from the black and
white war times to the lush and colorful
contemporary years. The afterward briefly
explains President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Executive Order 9066 that placed thousands of
American citizens of Japanese ancestry in
relocation camps during World War II. Sadly,
Manzanar was the first often such camps.

••••
Creech, Sharon. Bloomability. HarperCollins,
1998. ISBN 0-06-026993-6. $15.95. 273 pp.
A 3-7 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

For the first twelve years of her life, Dinnie
and her family have lived in twelve different
states. Then Dinnie is "kidnapped," with her
parents' blessings, by her Aunt Sandy and her
Uncle Max. Sandy and Max have no children of
their own. They are on their way to Lugano,
Switzerland, where Uncle Max will be the new
headmaster at the local American school, and
Dinnie will be one of many students. Arriving in
Lugano, Dinnie is forced out of the comfortable
bubble within which she has always insulated
herself after every family move. In Lugano, the
Swiss speak Italian. The students who board at the
school come from all parts of the world. For the
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first time in her life, Dinnie is not the only new
kid in school.
Coming out of her bubble, Dinnie is able to
make family connections as Aunt Sandy and
Uncle Max become her surrogate parents, as
letters and postcards cross the ocean, and as she,
Domenica Santolina Doone, experiences the
Italian side of her own genealogy. Creech
captures the language and essence of Switzerland
as well as the language of young teens. When
Dinnie first arrives in Lugano, she puts a sign in
her bedroom window that reads, "KIDNAPPED!
HELD AGAINST MY WILL!" Aunt Sandy buys
Dinnie an English-Italian dictionary in case she
wants to make a sign that people can read and
understand. Throughout the school year, Dinnie's
sign undergoes a lot of changes. As the school
year comes to a close, Dinnie' s sign reads,
"CIAO,
SVIZZERA:
BELLA,
BELLA
SVIZZERA!"
For anyone who has ever traveled abroad-or
would like to-this story rings true. Viva! Viva!
Viva!

••••
Fiedler, Lisa. Lucky Me. Clarion, 1998. ISBN 0395-89131-0. $15.00. 172 pp.
B 8+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Many romance novels seem to use sex as an
alluring hook to keep the reader interested. Lucky
Me is no exception. With the ending in mind,
however, this book holds a very important lesson:
sex should not be a game.
c.c. is absorbed with the idea of making it to
"second base" with Patrick. She has made it to
first (french-kissed a boy) before any of her
friends. It seems natural to her that she keep up
the pace. But when c.c. finds out her girlfriends
have already passed her up in the sex game, she
stops to think about her goal.
C.C.'s friend Grace, whom she finds in
Billy's dormitory behind closed doors, helps C.C.
define the game. "Billy was more like an impulse

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

purchase, just to prove she had cutting edge
style."
Poetry is an outlet for c.c., and her poems
begin to reflect the knowledge she is slowly
acquiring about boys and sexual freedom.
"Having everything is different from keeping
everything. "
Although C.c. 's poems seem to offer up
wisdom, her desires do not reflect that wisdom at
first. Again she tries to find an opportunity to be
alone with Patrick. Father fmds the two trying for
second base on his living room couch.
Embarrassed, C.C. buttons her shirt and Patrick
leaves. Fear is added to C.C.'s poetry.
C.C. discusses her encounter with Patrick
with her mother. "Can I still kiss him?" Her
mother's response is a bit surprising: "You're
doing everything right, C.C. Believe it or not."
During a discussion with Sister Jude, c.c.
describes what she has learned about the sex
game. "In baseball, you don't get any points for
getting to first. You aren't allowed to enjoy it!
You're supposed to round first and keep sprinting
for second, then third. If you don't, you lose the
game. But sex isn't a game. There isn't a
scorekeeper somewhere who's going to pencil in
an error if I decide to stop kissing, is there?"
Sexual propriety is a critical factor in the life
of teenagers. Because abstinence is not a common
factor in this book's equation, I would only
recommend this book under parental supervision.

••••
Fleischman, Sid. Bandit's Moon. Illustrated by
Joseph Anthony Smith. Greenwillow, 1998.
ISBN 0-688-15830-7. $15.00. 136 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Vicky M. Turner

Annyrose, her brother Lankly Lafayette
Smith, and their mother set out for California after
Annyrose's father is declared missing in the War
with Mexico. Crossing Panama, her mother
comes down with a jungle fever, and the brother
and sister are left to fend for themselves. Lank is
robbed of all their money and his gold map. Lank
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and Annyrose are forced to sell the supplies with
which their mother had planned to open a school;
then they head to the "Hills of Gold." Annyrose
suffers further misadventure when she breaks her
ankle and is left with 0.0. Mary to recuperate.
0.0. turns Anny into a slave and sells off
everything she has, including her clothes and
shoes. One day, the feared bandit Joaquin comes
after 0.0., and Anny flees with him rather than
stay another minute in the care of her cruel
taslanaster. Anny gradually befriends the bandit
and finds out he is not as cruel the posters make
him out to be.
The story line flows well from one situation
to another. Even the flashbacks are not confusing.
Annyrose and Joaquin come across as real
individuals. (In fact, Joaquin's character is based
on Joaquin Murieta, the legendary Californian
"Robin Hood of the Hills.") There are no loose
ends, no guessing where a character or situation
came from, no magical appearances at the end of
the story to tie up all the loose ends. In fact, the
author has included notes to explain his research
and the addition of the fiction to the facts.

© 1998 Jos. A. Smith

••••
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

Gantos, Jack. Joey Pigza Swallowed the
Key. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0374-33664-4. $16.00. 153 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

An ALA notable book, Joey Pigza Swallowed
the Key is an excellent read about Attention
Deficit Disorder. Gantos' descriptions of Joey's
incommodious challenges are not without humor.
Joey's behavior is wired but not intentional.
In Joey's words, "I'd raise my hand because I'm
really quick at math. But each time she called on
me, even though I knew the answer, I'd just blurt
out, 'Can I get back to you on that?'"
It's easy to see why Joey spends a lot of time
out of the classroom. When he begins to cause
harm to himself by swallowing his house key then
pulling it back up with breakfast all over it, Joey
is sent to the nurse's room in hope of getting his
medication altered. Feeling better, he reenters the
classroom but is soon found responsible for an
accident with the teacher's scissors. He tries to
apologize to the little girl whose nose tip he
accidentally cuts off, but her father will not let
Joey near their home. Joey's intentions are
honorable yet hopeless.
Joey's home life seems to add to his inability
to focus. Everyone believes that Grandmother,
who has raised Joey since infancy, is responsible
for Joey's bad behavior. Joey does not accept this.
"People who blame Grandma for my behavior are
unfair to think that she was really the crazy on and
I was innocent. It was more that we were
whacked-out partners."
Joey's real mother reenters his life while he is
still in grade school. Compassionate and kind, she
kisses his forehead and rubs his back. But her
frustration mounts when Joey is finally placed in
resource. In the end, she manages to find Joey the
help he needs to control his behavior.
after reading Joey's story, both teachers and
students will feel compassion for those with
ADHD. They will find it hard to put down the
book until they fmd out how Joey copes with his
disorder.
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••••
Gerstein, Mordicai. Victor: A Novel Based on the
Life a/Victor, the Savage 0/ Aveyron. Farrar,
Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0-374-381429. $17.00.258 pp.
A 7+ FI

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

The Savage of Aveyron, a young child at the
time of the French Revolution who was
apparently left to die in the wild, learned to
survive eating berries, bark, roots, and grubs. He
ran wild, miraculously surviving cold winters
without clothes and other human comforts and
developing a strong attachment to nature,
sunlight, the sky, and clouds. Victor is his story.
Captured at approximately age fourteen and
taken to Dr. Sicard's Institute for DeafMutes in
Paris, doctors conclude that Victor is deaf and
mute and too retarded to learn as other children
do. He is left unattended in a room by himself. Dr.
Jean Marc Gaspard Itard rescues the child, takes
him on as his personal project, and brings Victor
to his institute for deaf children. Determined to
teach Victor to speak, both Itard and Victor
experience frustration after frustration as Itard
strives to teach, and Victor tries to grasp the
meaning of touch, smell, taste, sight, and hearing.
Itard is assisted in his work by Madame Guerin
and Julie, the housekeeper and her daughter.
Itard's work is further complicated as Victor
reaches the age of puberty.
After working with Victor for about six years,
Itard concludes that Victor will never be able to
talk. Thinking his time has been wasted, he begins
to concentrate on his work with the deaf children
that he can teach to speak. Later, Itard realizes
that perhaps ifhe had accepted Victor's inability
to speak and helped the boy learned to sign,
Victor may have been able to adjust better to the
world.
"After all my years of work, first with Victor
and then with the deaf, keeping them from
signing and trying to force speech out of them
it has [mally become clear to me that signing

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

is their nature and valid language, and one
that I have never bothered to learn. Victor
might have learned to speak with his hands.
Maybe easily. He might have had
conversations, friends. He might have learned
stories, told jokes. Learned to pray. And what
might have become of him then." (p. 254)
Victor dies at the age of forty of unknown
causes.
This is most interesting historical fiction.
Gerstein's text, told from the points of view of
Victor, Madame Guerin, Itard, and Julie, shows
research and a deep understanding of each
character's emotions. The reader runs wild as the
Savage experiences all the realities of the forest,
and then thinks along with Dr. Itard as he
agonizes over the failure of a new teaching
technique. The contrast between Julie, a girl who
is eager to learn, but is ignored in many ways, and
Victor, who stubbornly resists learning and is
given more attention than he wants, is an
interesting interplay of characters. The reader is
taken chronologically through the sequence of
Victor's learning-interestingjoumal entries and
letters provide variety and move the story line
along. This selection gives a compassionate
background to the history of teaching children
with learning disabilities and emphasizes the
value of sign language to the deaf and mute. The
Wild Boy, a picture-book version by Gerstein of
the same story, will be of interest to younger
readers.

••••
Gerstein, Mordicai. The Wild Boy. Illustrated by
Mordicai Gerstein. Farrar, Straus, & Giroux,
1998. ISBN 0-374-38431-2. $16.00. 39 pp.
A 3-6 FI PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Gerstein is the author-illustrator of this
picture book which tells of the life of the Savage
of Aveyron, a boy named Victor who grew up in
the wilderness of southern France without human
contact. The pictures and text depict the wild life
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of the boy and his exhilaration over wind, snow,
and sunlight before he was captured at age
fourteen and brought to Paris to be studied. Victor
was first declared deaf and mute, but it was later
found that his hearing functioned perfectly. When
he needed to hear something, such as a walnut
being cracked in the next room, then he heard
what was necessary. Dr. Itard, who taught deaf
children how to speak, took Victor on as his
personal project. Although Dr. Itard wasn't able to
teach Victor to talk, he and his housekeeper,
Madame Guerin, helped Victor learn to be a child,
to play, to enjoy human comforts, to read and
write simple words, and to experience the human
feelings of sadness and love.
Part way through reading Victor, I read the
inside back cover, which said Gerstein had written
two books as a result of his research on the
Savage of Aveyron. Happy to find The Wild Boy
still on the review shelves, I finished Victor and
then read The Wild Boy. This picture-book version
emphasizes the successes of Itard's work with
Victor and leaves out-as is appropriate for this
age group-the anger and frustration that both
individuals felt. It was very interesting to see how
closely Gerstein's squiggly-line drawings
matched those I had pictured in my mind as I read
the novel. With these two selections, both young
and old may learn about the remarkable story of
the Savage of Aveyron.

••••
Goble, Paul. The Legend of White Buffalo
Woman. Illustrated by Paul Goble. National
Geographic, 1998. ISBN 0-7922-7074-6.
$16.95.32 pp.
A 1-6 PB

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Based on Native American legend, this is the
story of the White Buffalo Woman, who brings
her people, the Lakota Indians, the sacred calf
pipe to give them hope and a way to speak to the
Great Spirit. "The sacred calf pipe is thought of as
the first pipe, and every pipe its child, blessed

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

with its power and inviolability." It is also what
we call the peace pipe.
The story is told simply with fantastic images
in clear, bright colors. At the end of the story,
there is a diagram of the pipe and an explanation
of the significance of each part. This is another
beautiful book ofIndian legend by Goble.

••••
Harrison, Carol. Dinosaurs Everywhere.
Illustrated by Richard Courtney. Scholastic,
1998. ISBN 0-5900-0089-6. $12.95. 38 pp.
A 2-5 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This remarkable dinosaur book not only gives
interesting details and facts about the prehistoric
animals, it also tells how paleontologists get the
information about which they write. The simple,
lively text describes all types of dinosaurs. The
up-to-date information explains what dinosaurs
ate, how they lived, and why they became extinct.
Young children will love the way dinosaurs
come alive in the bold illustrations. Through use
of brilliant watercolors, the dinosaurs are depicted
with every skin color, from pink and green to
orange and red. This is a must-have for dinosaur
lovers.

••••
Hesse, Karen. Just Juice. Illustrated by Robert
Andrew Parker. Scholastic, 1998. ISBN 05900-3382-4. $14.95. 138 pp.
A 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Young Justus Faulstich, just called Juice by
her family, should be in the fourth grade, but she
doesn't go to school much. She just can't make
sense of the words on paper. Her family is so poor
they might lose their house, and her mama is
expecting and gets dizzy spells.
Geneva, a county nurse, comes to help Mama
and discovers that Mama has gestational diabetes.
That is not so hard to take care of if you test the

6
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sugar level regularly. Papa doesn't have ajob but
he does have tools for a machine shop---he just
doesn't have a shop for his tools. Juice finds just
the thing at the Land of the Car Bones: an
abandoned metal building. They decide to move
it home and set up shop.
One day Juice discovers that if the shape of a
letter is made with string, and she lets her fingers
learn the shape; her "finger tells my brain a
picture of what w feels like." And so she begins to
make sense of letters. For Christmas, her sisters
make alphabet and number cards with string so
she can practice. Even so, Juice misses so much
school the truant officer sends a letter threatening
to fine the family. Finally Papa begins to earn
money with his metal work, Juice helps Mama
when the baby comes and realizes she had indeed
read the numbers correctly when she tested
Mama's blood and helped avoid a crisis. She can
learn, even though it is hard.
As can be expected from Karen Hesse, this
book is well written, believable, and true in the
way best fiction is. It is published with larger print
than her other books, making it perhaps reachable
for students who struggle with reading, just as
Juice does. The content is complex enough for
older children to enjoy. I recommend it for all.

••••
Hofmeyr, Dianne. The Stone: A Persian Legend
of the Magi. Illustrated by Jude Daly. Farrar,
Straus, & Giroux, 1998. ISBN 0-3743-71989. $16.00. Unpaginated.
A K-2 PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

The Stone softly and gently sets the reader
into the ancient world of Persia as three
astronomers see a new heavenly appearance. The
men follow it to a modest home where a small
boy and young mother reside. They each give a
gift to the boy, and he proves by accepting them
that he is a king, healer, and holy man of peace.
The boy, in return, hands a small wooden box to
the three men as a gift. The gift is a stone, and the
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men try to figure out what it means from such a
child.
The illustrations make the book extraordinary.
Daly paints delicate and whimsical feelings in
such a way that the reader enters the intricate
Persian landscape and can feel the desert wind.

••••
Ingold, Jeanette. Pictures, 1918. Harcourt Brace,
1998. ISBN 0-1520-1809-3. $16.00. 152 pp.

* 4+ FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

"The evening of the fire we'd been playing
cards on the screened side porch ... " Who started
the fire in the shed is a mystery until the end of
the book. Fifteen-year-old Asia lives in a small
Texas town with her parents, younger brother and
sister, and grandmother. She loses her pet rabbit
Straw Bit in the fire, but gains a new appreciation
for the boy next door. She begins to wish she
could capture pieces of life somehow so they
won't be forgotten and lost, and develops a
burning desire to have the new Autographic
camera for sale at the drugstore.
Of course everyone thinks the camera is too
complicated for a girl to learn to use, and it costs
too much. Everyone but Grandma. Asia persuades
the town portrait photographer to let her help in
his shop in exchange for film and lessons. Since it
would not be proper for a young woman to work
in a shop alone with a man, Grandma volunteers
to accompany her every day. As Asia learns to
take pictures, her desire to capture the essence of
life increases, and her talent blossoms. Her
relationship with the boy next door blossoms, too.
Chosen as an ALA Best Book for Young
Adults, this coming-of-age novel is praiseworthy.
The author has given us an unusually adept
insight into the way a visual artist thinks. Her
characters are complex and interesting, and they
grow in a believable way.

••••
7

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 19 [1998], Iss. 5, Art. 3

Children's Book and Play Review 13
Jimenez, Francisco. La Mariposa. Illustrated by
Simon Silva. Houghton Mifflin, 1998. ISBN
0-395-81663-7. $16.00. 32 pp.
A 1-5 PB FI

••••

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

La Mariposa, available both in English and in
Spanish, tells the story of a young Mexican
immigrant trying to adjust to his first year in
school. Because he does not yet speak English,
Francisco often finds himself watching the class
caterpillar rather than trying to decipher what the
teacher is saying. He also struggles to make
friends because he can't understand what most of
the children are saying, because he's not allowed
to speak in class to the one boy who understands
Spanish. Finally, Francisco's self-esteem takes a
turn for the better when both teacher and students
discover that Francisco has artistic talent. He
draws a beautiful picture of a butterfly, or la
mariposa.
Although listed as fiction, the jacket
information says that the story is "largely
autobiographical," having many similarities to
Francisco Jimenez's experience with first grade.
Although the main character is in first grade, the
book seems more suited to older grades because
of the large amount of text on each page. It would
serve well for home or classroom read-aloud and
discussion, particularly in situations with foreignspeaking students.

••••
Kervin, Rosalind. King Arthur. Illustrated by
Tudor Humphries. Dorling Kindersley, 1998.
ISBN 0-7894-2887-3. $14.95. 64pp.

A 3+ PB

book is a valuable resource, well written, and
filled with beautiful illustrations. It is a
fascinating work to read and peruse.

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Rosalind Kervin retells the story of King
Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, with
illustrations by Tudor Humphries, along with
paintings, and photographs from the many movies
on the subject.
The author has drawn on all the stories and
myths to put together a history of Arthur. The

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

King, Andrew. Exploring Shapes. Illustrated by
Tony Kenyon with photographs by Roger
Vlitos. Aladdin Books, 1998. ISBN 0-76130851-2. $20.90. 32 pp.
A K-6 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This terrific book puts the fun back into math.
There is something for everybody-the interactive
projects range from the simple to the more
challenging. Learn about the third dimension,
polygons, or tessellations, and use drawing skills
to avoid the black hole or discover how to stretch
triangles and squares.
Each page has photographs of children doing
an activity. In addition, cute cartoon characters
are interspersed with the text. The directions are
explained with colorful diagrams and pictures.
The shapes explored in this book will appeal
to all, even those who are less enthusiastic about
math.

••••
King-Smith, Dick. The Water Horse. Illustrated
by David Parkins. Crown, 1998. ISBN 0-51780026-8. $16.00. 118 pp .

* 3-5 FI

Reviewed by Janet O. Francis

Angus and Kirstie love beach combing along
the Scottish shore after a storm. Even Mother and
Grumble (actually Grandfather) set out after a
particularly violent storm in 1930. There are
practical things to be found-firewood, sea kelp
for the garden-and other delightful things that
are perhaps not so practical. After this storm the
sea has given them a real prize. A gigantic
mermaid's purse (dogfish egg) is rescued from
some gulls and hauled home by the children, who
are determined to hatch it. When they discover it
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hatched in their bathtub the next morning, another
of King Smith's impossibly down-to-earth
fantasies is off and running, and the reader is
about to discover the origins of the Loch Ness
monster.

DICK KINO-SMITH
ht!n,or or !\A6£' 'flll (IAtLA XT ;'10

Thanks are due to King-Smith for clearing up
the Loch Ness monster' s origin with such skill
and so few histrionics.

••••
Lehn, Barbara. What is a Scientist? Photographs
by Carol Krauss. Millbrook Press, 1998.
ISBN 0-7613-1272-2. $19.90. Unpaginated.
A K-3 NF

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

Scientists are people who ask questions and
use various methods to answer them. Among
other things, scientists take measurements, notice
details, design experiments, and, most important,
keep on trying.
This children' s book shows detailed
photographs of kids using the same scientific
methods that adult scientists would use. Each
illustration shows children engaged in the joyful
process of discovery and wonder.
ILLUSTRATED [W DAVID PARKINS
© 1998 Jon Goodell

Water Horse is the name Grumbles has for the
tiny sea creature that emerges from the battered
egg; he remembers hearing of one in the lake near
his boyhood home. They name the creature Tiny,
but that is only an operative word for the twentyfour hours before the creature begins to develop
and rapidly adds inches to its stature. It is duly
named Crusoe and is regularly evacuated to larger
ponds as it outgrows each arrangement the kids
and Grumbles make. Mother, on the other hand,
views the entire relationship as a bad idea and will
not cooperate at all. Understandably, she will not
allow Crusoe to be fed canned sardines, even for
a treat, after the first day.
The creature maintains its animal nature, but
is given an acceptable voice by the author. The
children and Grumbles are ordinary people in an
extraordinary situation. Even the father and the
occasional tourist bear the marks of humorous
reality.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

Barbara Lehn

_

Photographs by carol Krauss

© 1998 Carol Krauss
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Levine, Abby. Gretchen Groundhog, It's Your
Day! Illustrated by Nancy Cote. Albert
Whitman, 1998. ISBN 0-8075-3058-l.
$15.95. Unpaginated.
A 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Gretchen Groundhog has a huge task to
perform-she must go outside of her warm home
on February 2 so the people in Picadilly will be
able to know how much longer winter will last.
There is one problem, though-Gretchen is afraid
and decides she doesn't want to Go Out. The
townspeople are frantic. Without Gretchen, how
will they know what kind of weather to plan for?
They plead with her to Go Out, but to no avail.
Gretchen has a change of heart, though, when the
town historian's daughter shows her the history of
other groundhogs and how they were also afraid
to Go Out, but did anyway because it was so
important.
Gretchen Groundhog, It's Your Day! teaches
an important lesson: even when things are scary,
sometimes we have to do them anyway because of
their importance. Young children will learn that
it's okay to be afraid, but that fear shouldn't stop
anyone from doing what they have to do. Included
in the book is a brief history of Groundhog's Day
in the United States-a good background to the
story.

••••
Lillegard, Dee. The Poombah of Badoombah.
Illustrated by Kevin Hawkes. Putnam, 1998.
ISBN 0-3992-2778-4. $15.99. Unpaginated.
A 2-4 PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

The magic and mystery of India come alive in
this lively story of a Poombah, or magician, who
has the power to infuse ordinary objects with
extraordinary energy. The Poombah of
Badoombah goes around causing all sorts of

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

mischief with his crooked magic stick. No one
really minds his behavior until the Poombah sets
his spell on an elephant carrying a proud
government official. The elephant goes berserk,
and the bazaar is scattered. Angry with the
Poombah, the villagers chase him away, after
which he goes to the countryside to begin his
magic again.
Lillegard's rhythmic, flowing text coupled
with Hawkes' brilliantly colored illustrations
make The Poombah of Badoombah an
entertaining and educational book. The story is
prefaced by a list of Indian words and their
definitions for increased understanding of the
customs and culture brought out in the book. This
charming story will captivate readers of all ages.

••••
Love, D. Anne. Three Against the Tide. Holiday
House, 1998. ISBN 0-8234-1400-0. $15.95.
162 pp.
A 4-6 FI

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

This fast-paced, gripping tale of a family tom
apart by the Civil War is a page-turner. The war
has already started as the story unfolds. Papa (Doc
Simmons) has been asked by General Lee to be a
spy for the Confederate army. Although hesitant
to leave his three motherless children at their
beautiful Terrapin Island home, he accepts the
assignment. His children should be safe on their
Oakwood Plantation with neighbors and slaves to
take care of them, or so he thinks. Papa assures
everyone that he is needed in Southern hospitals
to aid the wounded. Only twelve-year-old
Susanna knows his true, dangerous mission.
When the Yankees arrive on the island, the
children, neighbors, and friends must flee for their
safety. Susanna takes her two younger brothers
and heads down the river in a small boat. Many
mishaps befall them as they make their way to a
home they own in Charleston. For weeks, Susanna
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waits for word of her father's whereabouts while
trying to stave off starvation and loneliness.
Determination rides with Susanna as she searches
for information about Papa.
This excellent story shows the struggles of
survival in our country's most devastating war. It
gives young readers a glimpse into the lives of
children affected by combat, yet it also gives hope
as young Susanna realizes that sometimes, instead
of going with the flow, it is necessary to go
against the tide.

••••
Luenn, Nancy. A Gift for Abuelita: Celebrating
the Day of the Dead. Illustrated by Robert
Chapman. Northland, 1998. ISBN 0-87358688-3. $15.95. 32 pp.
A 1-3 PB

Reviewed by Rachael W. Galvez

This book portrays the Latin-American
celebration of the Day of the Dead through the
experiences of a young girl named Rosita. Rosita
has been very close to her grandmother, who dies
at the beginning of the story. The following Day
of the Dead celebration takes on special meaning
for Rosita as she tries to preserve the love and
memories of her grandmother. The result is a
personal portrait of the faith and traditions
surrounding this holiday.
One of the book's assets is that the text is
given in both Spanish and English. The bright
mixed-media illustrations also bring the story to
life. They are very unique and have a threedimensional quality. Included at the end is a
glossary and pronunciation guide for a few
Spanish words that are included in the English
text. Altogether the book is a great find

••••

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

Manushkin, Fran. Miriam's Cup; A Passover
Story. Illustrated by Bob Dacey. Scholastic,
1998. ISBN 0-590-67720-9. $15.95.32 pp.
A K+ PB

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

This is the story of Moses in the bulrushes
and how he led the Israelites out of bondage from
Pharaoh, emphasizing Miriam's role in the
history. The story begins and ends with modernday Jewish girl named Miriam. Her mother is
telling her the Passover story to make her aware
of her name's heritage .
This Passover story is well-told and
beautifully illustrated. The drawings fill the pages
with bright colors and images of a story with
which most Jews and Christians are familiar. At
the end of the story, there is a one-page
explanation of the Jewish celebration of the
Passover and the origins of different parts of the
story. While this is a Jewish story, most of it is
from the biblical history of Moses. The
illustrations are beautiful and add much to the
story. This book is recommended for all.

••••
Mazer, Harry. The Wild Kid. Simon & Schuster,
1998. ISBN 0-689-80751-1. $15.00. 103 pp.
A 5-9 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Twelve-year-old Sammy has had it. Because
he used a bad word to respond to his mother's
boyfriend's request to fetch a cold drink, he is
being punished. He must stay outside until he
apologizes. But Sammy doesn't feel that he is at
fault. Worse, his mother slaps him when he calls
her boyfriend, Carl, "a big fart." Sammy makes up
his mind to run away. Grabbing his bike and
helmet, he takes off. Along the way he stops at a
store for candy bars, and his bike is stolen.
Returning home without his new bike is worse
than having to apologize to Carl. Sammy follows
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the bike tracks until they veer off the road.
Hitching a ride on the back of a truck whose
driver is not too happy to find an unwelcome
passenger, Sammy eventually finds himself lost
and alone in a wooded area.
Kevin, a feral child, lives in the wooded area
in which Sammy finds himself. Kevin doesn't like
being discovered, especially not by someone like
Sammy, who seems so dumb. Sammy corrects
Kevin. He is not dumb, he is "Down's." In time,
Kevin begins to instruct Sammy in the ways of
survival and self-reliance, and the two become
inseparable. Eventually, though, the pull of home
is too much for Sammy to resist. Sammy strikes
off on his own and finds himself trapped on a
cliff. Kevin comes to his aid, notifies authorities
by way of phone, then disappears. Once home,
Sammy prepares an extra bed in his room for
Kevin in case he should ever come. In the
meantime, a psychologist and authorities, who
have searched the area where Sammy was found,
theorize about Sammy's "mental abilities" and his
need to fantasize. No one can explain how a child,
inexperienced in wilderness survival and who has
Down's syndrome, could survive two weeks in a
wilderness area. But Sammy knows. He tells his
mother not to baby him. He reminds her that he
"can do things."
A powerful story of a handicapped boy who
wants to be allowed to grow up.

••••
McCain, Becky Ray. Grandmother's Dreamcatcher. Illustrated by Stacey Schuett. Albert
Whitman, 1998. ISBN 0-8075-303-l. $15.95.
Unpaginated.
A 3-6 FI PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Kimmy goes to stay with her grandmother in
a cabin in the woods while her parents look for a
new house in Chicago. Kimmy's bad dreams
wake her up at night, so her grandmother proposes
a solution. She tells Kimmy a legend from their
Chippewa heritage. A little girl who lived long
ago also had bad dreams that woke her up at
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night, so her grandmother asked the Great Spirit
for help and had a vision of a dreamcatcher circle.
The dreamcatcher, which looks like a web,
catches the bad dreams in its trap but allows the
good dreams to float through to the sleeping
person. The next day, Kimmy and Grandmother
collect materials in nature to make a dreamcatcher
for Kimmy. That night, Kimmy sleeps peacefully.
Through the rest of the week, Kimmy and
Grandmother make other special items to give to
Kimmy's parents when they return.
The legend of the dreamcatcher is a Chippewa
tradition. Given the popularity of dream catchers
among young people, this book will be very
appealing, especially since instructions for
making a dreamcatcher are included at the end of
the book. Not only does this story give insight
into a Native American culture, it also teaches an
important lesson on overcoming fear.

••••
McKinley, Robin. The Stone Fey. Illustrated by
John Clapp. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 015-20017-8. $17.00. 52 pp.
NR 9+ PB

Reviewed by LiDian Heil

McKinley's love story between Maddy the
shepherd girl and a stone fey is dark and
passionate, but it is not for children or even the
majority of adolescents. The hypnotic hold the
stone fey has on Maddy is not a happy one for her,
and it evidently doesn't make any difference to
the fey, who seems to have no feelings. Maddy's
escape from the stone fey after she dreams that
her fiance needs her is a struggle similar to that of
a drug addict going through withdrawal. When her
fiance returns he realizes something is amiss, but
never asks Maddy except with his "lips and
fingers as they lie together at night," making the
reader wonder if somehow a marriage ceremony
had taken place without mention.
This book raises too many questions, and
there are too many vague descriptions of intimate
situations and too few answers to call this a
children's book. Since it has the format of a
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picture book, adults need to be aware that it is not
recommended for children.
McKinley, a master storyteller, holds the
reader's interest with her brooding tale of
forbidden love. Her story raises a questions about
human relationships that adults might find useful
to discuss, but few young people have the
maturity or interest to find answers to the
questions raised by this book.

••••
McVeity, Jen. On Different Shores. Orchard,
1998. ISBN 0-531-30115-X. $16.95.167 pp.
A 5+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

McVeity's first novel for young adults
published in the United States pulls the reader's
heart strings. It is a tale about a father who comes
to realize the neglect of his family.
Tess and Laura share the same father but they
don't share the same feelings for him. Laura
adores her father and wants to please him by
winning the trampoline competition. Tess
despises him and quits swimming to spite her
father's political image.
Readers will be sympathetic to Tess and
understand her deficient desires to forgive her
father. After all, he divorced her mother and never
came to her swimming competitions. At night,
Tess is haunted by dreams in which she is
drowning and calls to her father for help. He is too
far away to hear her supplication.
Laura, on the other hand, is just starting out
with her competitions. The possibility of Dad not
showing up is close at hand. Will Dad change and
attend? Kate, Laura's mother, is determined that
he will.
The pleasing surprisal of this story is how the
ex-wife and the present wife become friends and
support one another emotionally and temporally.
This story may be just that-a story, fictional
to those who have failed to see changes in their
own families. But one lesson is clear: when
everyone involved is willing to change, different

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1998

shores will become one shore, a reality in purpose
and resolve.

••••
Modarressi, Mitra. Monster Stew. Illustrated by
Mitra Modarressi. Dorling Kindsersley, 1998.
ISBN 0-7894-2517-3. $15.95.48 pp.
A K-3 FI PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Almost everyone knows the story of the
Princess and the Pea, but has everyone heard the
version in which being able to feel the pea is a
bad thing? That's just the twist that Modarressi
takes in her Monster Stew, which contains slightly
unorthodox renditions of three classic fairy tales.
Peas is the story of Thugmond, who longs to
marry his very best friend, Griselda. Thugmond' s
parents object to the match, because Griselda is no
princess. Thugmond's parents arrange for a fair,
golden-haired princess to come visit their
kingdom. When the princess arrives, the king and
queen decide to test the dainty girl. They place a
small pea under a huge stack of mattresses. When
morning comes, the princess complains about her
awful sleep, and the king and queen realize that
she is not fit for their son. When they try the same
test on Griselda, she sleeps like a log, and the king
and queen realize that she is the one for
Thugmond.
Beans is a similarly styled story based on the
Jack and the Beanstalk tale, but in this version, the
giant ends up living with Jack and his mother. The
final story in the book is Monster Stew, a
humorous rendition of Hansel and Gretel.
All three stories are witty and creative, well
worth reading along with their original
counterparts.

••••
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Morgenstern, Susie. Secret Letters From 0 to 10.
Translated by Gill Rosner. Viking, 1998.
ISBN 0-670-88007-8. $15.99. 137 pp.

* 5-7 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Predictability is all Ernest Morlaisse has
known his entire ten years of life. Raised by his
elderly grandmother and her equally elderly
housekeeper, Ernest follows a well-tuned daily
routine, from the two pieces of toast and warm
milk for breakfast to the soup he eats for supper.
A good student, he has no friends, although some
of the girls in his class leave him notes he never
reads and cookies that sit on his desk until the
school custodian clears them away. Grandmother
Precious and Germaine, the housekeeper, don't
eat sweets or allow eating between meals. The
only hint of modern life in Ernest's life is
Grandmother's array of cosmetics to ward off old
age-there is no telephone or television in the
apartment, and the tailor comes twice each year to
fit Ernest for clothes.
All this predictability is turned on its head one
day in school when the new student, Victoria de
Montardent, is seated next to Ernest. That very
afternoon, Victoria has Ernest carry her school
books to her seventh-floor apartment. Ernest has
never walked beyond his apartment or taken an
elevator, nor has he ever held a baby, which he
does when Victoria thrusts her little baby brother,
Jeremy, into Ernest's arms. In fact, Ernest has
never really smiled. Victoria declares Ernest to be
her
handsome
friend
and
future
husband-approximately fourteen years hence. As
the de Montardent family members (thirteen boys,
named after the Twelve Tribes of Israel, one
"bulldozer" girl, and two tired but endearing
parents), open their hearts to Ernest, he becomes
engaged in life, and through him, so does his
aging grandmother. In the process, Ernest finds a
connection to his long-lost father and comes to
see himself as a handsome and loving ten-year-old
youngman.
A truly delightful look at French life and
family through the eyes of well-developed
characters whose personalities complement one

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol19/iss5/3

another. The daily adventures Ernest encounters
are mundane and routine for most people, yet they
take on a refreshing quality for the reader who
experiences them with Ernest and Victoria.

••••
Moss, Marissa. Rachel's Journal: The Story of a
Pioneer Girl. Harcourt Brace, 1998. ISBN 01520-1806-9. $15.00. Unpaginated.

* 3-6 FI

Reviewed by Donna J. Jorgensen

Ten-year-old Rachel is traveling with her
family by covered wagon along the Oregon Trail.
Grandfather has given her a book of her own to
write in and the assignment to chronicle their
journey and write letters back to the States. When
they leave Illinois in 1850, California is not a
state, but by the time they get there it has entered
the Union.
Throughout this attractively illustrated book,
Rachel tells of the sights, the chores, the
hardships, and the joys of the Oregon Trail. She
illustrates and annotates in the margins of her
journal everything from flowers along the trail, to
the rocks sewn into the hems of some of the
women's skirts (and the accompanying bruises on
their legs), to maps and "portraits" of her
companions.
The information provided by Rachel's journal
was carefully researched by the author, and events
are taken from many journals of the trek west.
The type face is in the style of hand printing and
is very readable. I found it a beautiful, interesting,
and informative piece of historical fiction.

••••
Murphy, Jim. West to a Land ofPlenty, The Diary
of Teresa Angelina Viscardi. Scholastic,
1998. ISBN 0-590-73888-7. $9.95. 200 pp.

* 3-7 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

This is a diary account of a fourteen-year-old
Italian girl's migration with her family to Idaho in
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the 1850s. Teresa, her two brothers, little sister,
parents, Grandma, and Uncle Leonardo's family
leave New York to travel the Oregon Trail to
Idaho in search of a new life. Along the way,
Teresa learns much about herself, makes new
friends, and takes big steps towards maturity as
she accepts the many adult responsibilities the trip
reqUIres.
This story is interesting and well-told, and it
is good historical fiction for youth. It would be a
great book to read to children as they study the
westward movement of America. It would also be
a good book to read to a class after lunch. This
book is one of the Dear America series, historical
novels about American history. None ofthe other
books were written by this author, but if this book
is any indication, the rest of the series should be
quality reading.

••••

Numeroff, Laura. If You Give a Pig a Pancake.
Illustrated by Felicia Bond. HarperCollins,
1998. ISBN 0-0602-6686-4. $14.89.
Unpaginated.
A K+ PB

Reviewed by Rachel Welton

Most of us know what happens if you give a
mouse a cookie, but what happens if you give a
pig a pancake? She'll ask for some syrup to go
with it, of course. But no one can tell what will
happen next, which is part of what makes this
book so delightful.
Bond's illustrations of a prim and adorable
little pig looking for a snack and Numeroffs
famous textual style will make this book an
instant hit with fans of the pair's earlier books, If
You Give a Mouse a Cookie and If You Give a
Moose a Muffin. The desires of the pig and the
helpfulness of her little girlfriend will leave
readers with big smiles on their faces, if not
chuckling to themselves. Those who grew up with
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie will especially
enjoy this book for the memories of childhood it
reVIves.
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••••
Peck, Richard. A Long Way From Chicago. Dial,
1998. ISBN 0-8037-2290-7. $15.99.148 pp.
A 9-12 Fiction

Reviewed by Janet O. Francis

Not all children are lucky enough to have a
grandma a long way from Chicago, but Joey and
Mary Alice are among the few. In this collection
of visits to Grandma's, the story of an important
part of their lives is made very clear.
Each chapter of the book is one year's weeklong visit in the summer months to Grandma's
from 1929 to 1942 (the last is not a real visit, just
a train whistle in the night as Joe heads for war).
This grandma isn't the regular style, though.
She knows the value of integrity and the
reasonable conditions when you tinker with the
truth, and no one asks her any questions .
Physically and mentally she towers above the
other people who live around her in "the town the
railroad tracks cut in two." Her love for these
young Chicago sophisticates is eloquently real, if
unexpressed, and their growing respect and love
for her are equally evident (as well as their good
manners and sensible fear).
The visits encompass a dead man laid out in
the front room, the Phantom Brakeman, and a
purloined, first-prize goosebeny pie, among other
things. Real laughter and an occasional tight
throat accompany the reading of these pages.
Author Peck hasn't lost the magic touch.

••••
Peyton, K. M. Snowfall. Houghton Mifflin, 1998.
ISBN 0-395-89598-7. $16.00. 343 pp.
A 9-12 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Life for the orphaned granddaughter of the
town vicar isn't terribly exciting, and excitement
is what sixteen-year-old Charlotte wants to
experience before she weds her grandfather's
curate-the pale, dull, and very proper Hubert
Carstairs, her grandfather'S choice for Charlotte's
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husband-to-be. When Charlotte's brother, Ben,
arrives from Oxford University on holiday,
Charlotte wastes no time convincing Ben that she
must escape her predictable and safe vicarage
prison. Ben has influential and wealthy friends.
Arrangements are made for Charlotte to join an
expedition going to Switzerland to climb the Alps.
However, Grandfather and Hubert, who
reluctantly give their consent, are led to believe
that Charlotte will holiday in Lucerne with a
female chaperone while Ben and his Oxford
friends climb the Alps.
In Switzerland, Charlotte and her "maid,"
Queenie, the servant girl from a neighboring
estate desperate to leave her situation, buy sturdy
hiking boots from a brooding Irish man who joins
the hiking party at the invitation of Milo
Rawnsley, the chap whom everyone knows, but
Charlotte and Queenie have yet to meet. Because
Milo is wealthy and has connections, Charlotte is
in awe of him. When Milo finally meets up with
his Oxford friends, he exudes a quiet confidence
and a preoccupation with private matters. The
days in Switzerland are spent hiking and getting
to know one another. When an avalanche claims
the life of one of their party, Milo invites the
grieving widow to his newly purchased, but old,
house, Nettlepot Hall. All except Ben, who is
returning to Oxford, want to be hired on as Milo's
servants rather than return to their former
situations. Thus Milo acquires educated and
willing workers who are also his friends. The little
group forms a bohemian family of sorts, in which
each family member is required to climb his or
her own "mountain." Mar is a man wanted for
murder; Queenie gives birth to a child out-ofwedlock; Milo is jerked about by an "older
woman"; Charlotte and Phyllida must wrestle
with their separate feelings of love, freedom and
loyalty. As the "mountains" of the individuals are
being climbed and conquered, the group starts to
dissolve. On a final Swiss mountain climbing
holiday, Milo declares his love for Charlotte.
Then both are swept away by an avalanche.
Nearly fifty years later, the surviving friends meet
in Zermatt, Switzerland, as the body of one is
recovered from its glacier tomb.
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Peyton has crafted a fabulous Victorian
adventure romance. The writing is fast-paced.
Characters are well-developed and their foibles
are not graphically chronicled. Charlotte is headstrong and daring, but remains in the conventions
of her time. Don't read the last page first-it's too
confusing because the characters and events are
tightly interwoven. Each page must be explored;
at the end, the meaning is clear.

••••
Poole, Josephine. Joan of Arc. Illustrated by
Angela Barrett. Knopf, 1998. ISBN 0-67999041-0. $19.99. Unpaginated.
A 3-7 NF PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

On May 16, 1920, Joan, the daughter of
Isabelle and Jacques d'Arc, was declared a Saint
by the Roman Catholic Church. Joan of Arc by
Josephine Poole, illustrated by Angela Barrett,
relates the interesting true story of the life of this
brave young woman who lived in the 1400s.
Joan's life reads much like a fairy tale with a
tragic ending. At the age of thirteen, Joan started
to hear heavenly voices which told her that she
had been chosen to save the King of France and
preserve his kingdom from the invasions of the
English. Full-page color illustrations at each turn
of the page accompany the text, which tells of her
visits to the king, her valiant saving of Orleans,
her capture during the siege at Compiegne, and
her subsequent trial and death a year later at the
age of nineteen. Not too long ago I read a young
adult selection, Young Joan by Barbara Dana,
which told of Joan's childhood and youth in
Dornremy, France, so I was glad for his
opportunity to read about the rest of Joan's life.
The ending passage summarizes the fascination
that many readers feel about Joan's life: "But that
was not the end. A saint is like a star. A star and
saint shine forever."
Barrett's detailed illustrations lend much to
the overall effect of this book and show Barrett's
adaptive style and versatility as an artist. The
scene of Joan in the garden when she hears her
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first heavenly voices is light, airy, and inspiring;
Joan's facial expression in the closeup drawing
when she cuts her hair reflects her solemn
dedication to her calling; the scene at the siege of
Orleans against a shower of arrows is full of
urgency and motion; the prison scene that shows
Joan being comforted by angels is tender yet
powerful. The front and back inside covers show
the map of France so the reader can see the places
where the events took place. A chronology is also
located at the end of the book. Although I am not
familiar with other picture books on Joan's life, I
feel this one would be a great addition to any
library's historylbiography collection, whether at
home or school.

••••
Priceman, MaIjorie. Emeline at the Circus.
Illustrated by MaIjorie Priceman. Knopf,
1999. ISBN 0-679-97685-X. $16.99.
Unpaginated.
A K-4 PB

Reviewed by Marsha D. Broadway

Emeline's teacher, Ms. Splinter, takes her
second grade class to the circus for an educational
experience. She provides instruction on how to
enjoy the circus:
"Sit up straight. No shouting. No fighting. No
fidgeting. No standing in the seats. No
wandering off. If you get lost, you'll spend
the circus in Lost and Found-a dark little
room with no windows. You'll miss
everything. "
But even as she speaks, Emeline, in her bright
blue romper, slips away to find her own
excitement. The energetic and fluid illustrations
show Emeline being swept into the circus
performance while Ms. Splinter reads aloud her
lessons from books. Emeline feeds peanuts to the
elephant and becomes a clown, an acrobat, a lion
tamer, and a trapeze artist. All the while, Ms.
Splinter is so busy teaching that she doesn't notice
a student is missing until her commentary focuses
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on a "daring trapeze artist," who turns out to be
Emeline.
Priceman tells two different stories--one in
text and one through illustration, creating laughout-loud humor. Like a circus, the illustrations are
busy, with many acts to view, but in her blue
romper, Emeline can be found in every scene. The
colorful circus-striped pages at the beginning and
end of the picture book suggest that the reader is
entering and exiting a circus tent. This feature
immediately caught the attention of this reviewer,
who served on the Cal dec ott Committee that
selected Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin (1995) as an
Honor Book. At the Newbery/Caldecott Awards
banquet, I was seated with Priceman and noted
that the committee appreciated the dark violetblue end papers in Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin, which
suggested a darkened concert hall moments before
the curtain rising. Priceman replied, "Oh, I hadn't
noticed." This time someone did. Emeline will be
a welcome addition to any picture book
collection. Young readers will eagerly go with
Emeline into the heart of the circus.

••••
Prince, Maggie. House on Hound Hill. Houghton
Mifflin, 1998. ISBN 0-395-90702-0. $15.00.
242 pp.
A 4+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop

Emily is hallucinating, or so it seems. She is
not sure herself what is real and what is just her
imagination. Emily's head aches; she feels a fever
coming on, and also experiences an unquenchable
thirst. Mother, concerned, keeps Emily home from
school. This is when her room begins to change.
Emily's home jumps back to the time of London's
bubonic plague.
Emily's furniture is replaced with antiques,
and she wakes up to find a cold chill coming from
a rat hole in her chimney. When Emily steps
outside, the neighborhood seems different, and
when she goes to explore, people are wearing
funny attire, and screams of misery echo through
the streets.
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Historical facts and dates can sometimes be
quite boring and seemingly unnecessary when
presented categorically. But imagine the realism
of stepping back with your own home to a 1665
town where people are being carted off by the
wagon load to be buried in mass graves. Facts and
dates become real life.
Prince's story is not light and will weigh
heavy on the emotions for a time. Emily does not
die from the plague, for there are antibiotics, but
her experience with the suffering of others from
the past allow her to appreciate present
improvements.
Prince's book reveals the importance of
keeping history alive and meaningful to our
young. Knowledge of the past can make us all
appreciate how easy our lives are today.

••••
Robinet, Harriette Gillem. Forty Acres and
Maybe a Mule. Illustrated by Bessie Nickens.
Atheneum, 1998. ISBN 0-689-82078-X.
$16.00. 132 pp.

* 3-7 FI

Reviewed by Gabi Kupitz

Pascal's older brother, Gideon, comes to the
plantation to spread the word that slavery has
been abolished. Everyone is free! Pascal doesn't
believe him. Nothing has changed on the
plantation. Mama was shot and killed by the
overseer just a while ago because she dared ask
for more food for the slaves. But Pascal, a
disabled orphan, allows Gideon to take him and
his friend Nelly to the promise of a better life.
General Sherman has already given land to those
who followed him into the South. Optimistic
Gideon registers as a Republican. With the
promise of forty acres and maybe a mule to
former slave families, Circular 13, issued in July,
1865, the Freedmen's Bureau hopes to empower
former slaves. But hearts are harder to reconstruct
than lives.
When Gideon and his "family" are officially
given their forty acres, but no mule, they work
hard. With the pride of ownership surging through
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their souls, they plant cotton, clean up the
property, erect a home, help their neighbors, and
send Pascal and Nelly to school. Then President
Lincoln is assassinated. Heartbroken when night
riders burn a neighboring town and lynch a
friendly neighbor, Gideon and Pascal know that
their property-holding days are numbered. Former
slave owners have the ear of President Johnson.
Circular Fifteen, signed by President Johnson in
September, requires that Sherman Lands be only
for white people. Former slaves must give up their
lands. In addition, Black Codes are enacted. These
"laws" require colored people to either have a
work contract or be arrested for vagrancy.
Arrested vagrants are assigned to work on a
plantation for a year without pay. It seems that
slavery is back.
When Gideon and Pascal lose their property,
they don't lose their hope. They dismantle their
home and carry it to the property of the Bibbs,
their poor white neighbors. Next, they load the
Bibbs' wagon with their ginned cotton. Miss
Anderson, Pascal's white school teacher, hugs
him. Then the little family heads off for Georgia's
Sea Islands-there is land to buy and a new farm
to start.
This is a powerful story of the Reconstruction
era, with accompanying Author's Note and
Bibliography.

••••
Root, Phyllis. One Duck Stuck. lllustrated by Jane
Champman. Candlewick, 1998. ISBN 07696-0334-1. $15.99. Unpaginated.

* Pre-2 PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

One duck is stuck in the muck of the marsh
and first 2 fish, then 3 moose, then 4 crickets, 5
frogs, 6 skunks, 7 snails, 8 possums, 9 snakes, and
10 dragonflies try to help their fellow creature in
distress. Only when all of the animals help is the
duck free to flyaway.
This counting book is a great read-aloud story
for preschoolers and early readers. Children will
enjoy the repetition of sounds and phrases, such as
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"No luck. The duck stays stuck," "Help! Help!
Who can help!" and "We can! We can!" My oneand-a-half-year-old granddaughter loved it!
Chapman's vibrantly colorful illustrations are
realistic, whimsical, and fun. The inside back
cover portrays a bewildered moose with one foot
"stuck in the muck," suggesting that the story
goes on and on. This selection could also be used
as a quick but effective introduction for older
children to the literary techniques of repetition,
rhyming,
alliteration,
assonance,
and
onomatopoeia.

••••

There are four folded pop-ups per two-page
spread. On the outside of each, a different watercolored design is printed. The unique effects of
varied finger and marbled techniques are used on
each illustration. Each picture is delightful and
original.

••••
San Souci, Robert D. A Weave of Words.
Illustrated by Raul Colon. Orchard, 1998.
ISBN 0-531-30053-6. $15.95. Unpaginated.
A All PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

San Souci has woven a fairy tale that fits our
time and champions the good, solid morals of
gaining a skill, working hard, and being patient.
A young prince named Vachagan meets
Anait, a young woman with skills to weave
beautiful carpets and laugh easily. When the
prince asks for her hand in marriage, she says,
"How can I marry a man who doesn't know how
to read or write, and who can't earn a living by his
own hands?" Vachagan learns the skills necessary
to win Anait's hand, and by doing so finds the
skills to save his kingdom in a surprising ending.
San Souci ' s tender story and Colon's
beautiful pictures are woven together to create
this masterpiece.

© 1998 Robert Sabuda

Sabuda, Robert. ABC Disney. Disney Press, 1998.
ISBN 7868-3132-4. $22.50. Unpaginated.
A K-4 PB

Reviewed by Annette Van Wagenen

What child doesn't love books that feature
Disney characters? Add the charm of a pop-up
book, and the result is a winner! This delightful
ABC book takes the twenty-six letters and adds an
animated Disney cartoon or two. For the letter S,
Snow White appears. Open K and the slithery Kaa
(Jungle Book) pops up. Several characters arise
for the letter V. Can you guess which ones?
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••••
Shannon, Margaret. Gullible's Troubles.
Illustrated by Margaret Shannon. Houghton
Mifflin, 1998. ISBN 0-395-86933-5. $15.00.
Unpaginated.
B 3-6 PB

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

Gullible guinea pig believes everything he' s
told, and his Aunt Sarah, Uncle Bernard, and
Cousin Lila, instead of helping him, tell him
untruths, which he believes and follows. The
tables are turned, though, when Gullible follows
their directions on how to become invisible and
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how to keep safe from the cellar monster, and it
works! Trust long enough, and truth results.
Even though this is a picture book, I think
older elementary school children will be its main
audience. Use it to explain the word "gullible" as
a new vocabulary word, or as a jumping-off place
for a discussion on trust. Shannon is the creator of
both the text and the animated illustrations of
guinea pigs dressed in people's clothing.

This is a book from which many lessons can
be learned and taught, far away from our modern
world of TV, computers, email, and faxing. The
story is told in letters to and from Hannah, a child
whose only touch with the Depression is the men
who stop by her parents' restaurant to ask for a
meal in exchange for work. Hannah begins by
writing to her best friend, who moved away, and
her letter-writing eventually expands to her
extended family, a new pen pal, even President
Roosevelt, the First Lady, and the president's
secretary. Through these various exchanges, we
get to know Hannah and her world.
This book is good reading for eight- to
fourteen-year-olds. It is not fast-paced, but will
become a favorite, ready to be picked up again
and again. In reading Love From Your Friend,
Hannah, a child can learn the value of evaluating
and recording life experiences and can see the
value of quietly pursuing a personal adventure
rather than watching other people's adventures on
TV and in video games. This book is a reminder
of the value of quiet places for restoring the soul.

Brothers is an account of a boy's love and
sacrifice in finding and helping an older brother
who suffers from mental illness.
The story begins with Chris trying to track
down his brother, Cam, who has been admitted to
a half-way house. Upon arriving at the Manor
House, Chris meets Michelle instead of his
brother, who has left the hospital incognito.
When Michelle shows up at Chris' doorstep
a few days later with her sister Millie and reveal's
Cam's whereabouts, the three set out on ajoumey
to find him. Chris learns from Millie that her
sister was a patient at the hospital with Cam, and
the two developed a close relationship.
While on their journey to find Cam, the
author seasons the plot a bit by revealing intimate
encounters between Chris and Millie. The two are
drawn together by their longings to care for their
siblings and find comfort in meeting this
challenge together.
At last, they meet up with Cam and discover
he has joined a militia group. Their hopes of
bringing him back home seem slight. Not until
Cam finds out the group has used his money to
purchase weapons to defend their tax delinquent
land does he realize the danger he is in. The men
hold Cam and his friends hostage. Will they
escape this dreadful situation? The plot thickens
as Chris devises a plan to free the foursome.
Readers will find the blend of Chris's
renunciations yet acceptance of Cam to be
empowering. The complexities of caring for the
mentally ill are extracted through Chris's thoughts
and feelings. He knows and loves his brother
thoroughly, yet this debilitating disease seems to
transform Cam into a stranger.
Thompson's story will stir emotions and
stimulate conversation, for the importance of not
judging by appearances alone is made quite clear .

••••

• •••

••••

Skolsky, Mindy Warshaw. Love From Your
Friend, Hannah. Dorling Kindsersley, 1998.
ISBN 0-7894-2492-4. $17.95. 241 pp.
A 4-8 FI

Reviewed by Cinda Clement

Thompson, Julian F., Brothers. Knopf, 1998.
ISBN 0-679-99082-8. $18.99. 217 pp.
A 7+ FI

Reviewed by Wendy Bishop
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Wegman, William. My Town. Photographs by
William Wegman. Hyperion, 1998. ISBN 0786-80410-6. $16.95. Unpaginated.
B 2-5 PB

Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen

Chip is a student who has a report due but has
no ideas. We follow Chip as he asks his family
and friends in town to pose for pictures as he
thinks of an idea. He takes a visual approach and
makes a photo essay for his report.
My Town, Wegman's newest book, poses his
Weimaraner dogs as the main characters. If you
haven't seen a wegman dog before, this book will
delight you. If you have, you'll be a little
disappointed; it is not as clear and visually simple
as his others. This book would be a great gift for
dog lovers of all ages. Dogs dressed in human
clothes walking all over the town are still a fresh
idea on man's best friend. Take a look-the
characters are all too human.

••••
Weitzman, Jacqueline. You Can't Take a Balloon
Into the Metropolitan Museum. Illustrated by
Robin Preiss Glasser. Dial, 1998. ISBN 08037-2301-3. $16.99. Unpaginated.

B K + PB Reviewed by Bethanne Andersen
This book tells the story of a yellow balloon
that isn't allowed to follow its owner, a small girl,
and her grandmother into the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in New York City. The balloon
stays outside with the museum guard and begins
a wild urban adventure while grandmother and
girl have an adventure of their own, viewing the
great works of art in the Met. Full of motion, this
is a story without words. The illustrations are
done in beautiful ink drawings highlighted with
color.
The illustrations are captivating as you watch
the balloon wander among street musicians, and
through the zoo and an opera. The pages scream
with action and sound. A very clever book that
could be explored for hours, this is a must-have
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for those who have children and have been to
NYC. For those who want to visit New York from
the comfort of their homes, this book offers the
whole experience.

••••
Wilder, Laura Ingalls. A Little House Reader: A
Collection of Writings by Laura Ingalls
Wilder. Edited by William Anderson.
HarperCollins, 1998. ISBN 0-06-026394-6.
$15.89. 196 pp.
B 4+ PT NF

Reviewed by Sandra L. Tidwell

This collection of Laura Ingalls Wilder's
writings includes examples of her parents' and
sisters' writings in the "A Family of Writers"
section. Laura's writings are then grouped into the
following headings: Writing from the Prairie, The
House on Rocky Ridge Farm, The Missouri
Ruralist Years, Mrs. Wilder's Nature Songs,
Laura and Her Hometown, Laura and the Younger
Generation, Early Memories, The Little House
Author, and Of Time, Life, and Eternity.
I found Laura's poetry and her writings about
home and family to be most enjoyable. I don't
believe Anderson intended this to be a "read from
cover-to-cover" book. I envision its use as a
reference book for students wanting to read about
Wilder's life and other writings. In addition to the
Table of Contents, I think a detailed Index and a
list of photographs would be useful so readers can
access the interesting and varied subjects
discussed in the writings.

••••
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